IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant(s): John Edward Ramsey 


Examiner: 


Serial No.: 


Group Art Unit: 


Filed: 


Date: October 15, 2003 


For: MOVABLE SUBFRAME FOR SEMI-TF 


AILERS 



MAIL STOP PATENT APPLICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

This invention relates to a movable subframe or slider for semi-trailers and includes a pair of 
spaced-apart, parallel and longitudinally extending main members. The main members are 
interconnected by a pair of longitudinally spaced, parallel and transversely extending horizontal 
cross members, a horizontally-disposed cross-brace structure, and a pair of longitudinally-spaced, 
parallel and vertically-disposed cross-brace structures. One or more axle/suspension systems are 
suspended from hangers which are mounted on and depend from the slider structure, and a 
retractable pin mechanism enables selective positioning of the slider relative to the trailer body for 
optimum load distribution and trailer versatility during vehicle operation. The integral slider 
structure supports the one or more axle/suspension systems, so that concentrated loads imposed on 
the slider via the axle/suspension systems during operation of the vehicle generally are dissipated 
throughout the entire slider structure. 

As authorized and encouraged under 37 C.F.R. §1.197-1.99, Applicant hereby cites as a 
means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the following patents 
and/or documents, copies enclosed, which the Examiner should consider with respect to the above- 
identified United States Patent Application. 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


U.S. Patent No. 


Date 


Inventor/Owner 


5,720,489 


February 24, 1998 


Pierce et al. 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMEN 


[TS 






OTHER PRIOR ART 


Reyco Granning, 19AR, Tradeshow Advertising Material, March 2000 


Reyco Granning, Class 40, Tradeshow Advertising Material, March 2001 



A copy of the patent and brochures are included for the express purpose of providing the 
Patent and Trademark Office with an ample opportunity to evaluate the same and to arrive at an 
independent assessment of its materiality, if any, with regard to the examination of the application. 

In reviewing the enclosed copies of the above publications, the Examiner is requested to 
ignore any underscoring or highlighting which may appear because such markings may or may not 
have any relationship to the subject matter of the above-identified application. The copy being 
submitted with the Information Disclosure Statement is the best copy available at this time. 

An examination of the present application considering the above documents is requested. 
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BUCKINGHAM, DOOLITTLE & BURROUGHS, LLP 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the fom), call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1 -800-786-91 99) and select option 2. 
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gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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